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The road to reconversion has been definitely blocked through ‘Majer Bs, within 
earlier this month—which instructs the WPB staff neither to incre civilian geolis: prddiction above 
the level of the fourth quarter of 1944, nor to relax existing limitation orders if ifitrersed—~output 
would result. 


WPB PUTS ‘FREEZE’ ON CIVILIAN GOODS PRODUCTION 


This “freeze” order, based upon the theory that the volume of civilian goods now programmed is 
sufficient to meet “essential requirements” and avoid hardship on the home front, makes the 


following points: 


1. It will be difficult for a manufacturer making items for the military to switch that 
production to civilian consumers if its military orders are cut back. In such cases, it will be 
necessary for the manufacturer to go before the Production Urgency Committee for his area and 
prove that a decrease in the firm’s total production would not release any workers who could be 
used anywhere else in war production. 


2. No matter how plentiful materials become, the WPB Requirements Committee is not to 
approve allotments or priorities beyond “essential requirements” for any civilian item whatever. The 
term “essential requirements” will be presumed not to exceed the production level existing in the last 
quarter of 1944. Exception will be made for goods in seasonal demand, in which event the 
comparable quarter of 1944 shall be used as the ceiling for production in each quarter of 1945. 


3. Indefinite or “open-end” production schedules for making civilian goods are banned. Exact 
quarterly production schedules, either in terms of dollars or units, will be assigned, and no 
manufacturer will be permitted to make more than that amount. Mechanical refrigerators, washing 
machines, and electric irons are among the examples of the types of products listed for which 
indefinite or open-end production schedules shall not be issued. 


4. No revocations nor relaxations in the “L” or “M” orders, which . restrict use of materials 
and specify types of products which may be made, will be given approval by WPB except for 
certain cases to meet essential civilian needs. 


5. Any deficiency in meeting an authorized production schedule of a civilian item during any 
calendar quarter may be made up only in the first month of the following calendar quarter. 


POSSIBLE CHANGES IN L-38 MAY AFFECT PRODUCTION QUOTAS, RATING PROCEDURE 


The WPB order “freezing production of civilian items at fourth-quarter of ’44 levels may necessitate 
a change in Limitation Order L-38 in the form of a provision limiting manufacturers of commercial refrig- 
eration and air conditioning equipment to that level, rather than on the basis of their rated orders or a 
percentage of 1940 production, as now permitted on some items. 


The Refrigeration Section may also put through another change in L-38 next year which would permit 
unrated sales down to the dealer level of equipment manufactured under L-38 regulations or spot authoriza- 
tion. Ratings would be required from consumers, however. 


The General Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Equipment Industry Advisory Committee is said to 
be opposing this proposed change on ratings through the distribution setup. 


For one thing, this would tend to eliminate the use of WPB-541 and WPB-547 applications by dealers 
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and distributors for obtaining inventories of refrigeration equipment, and the Advisory Committee mem- 
bers are said to be of the opinion that elimination of the WPB-541 and WPB-547 applications would tend 
to keep distributors and dealers from obtaining the type of price differentials they normally receive. 


PRODUCTION PROGRAMS FOR COMMERCIAL EQUIPMENT WITHDRAWN 


One immediate effect of this “freeze” policy was the withdrawing of programs which had been advanced 
by WPB proposing production of refrigerated soda fountain equipment, frozen food dispensing cabinets for 
retail stores, and non-mechanical water coolers. 


The program set earlier in the fall for the manufacture of 8,000 refrigerated display cases is not 
affected, however. Applications to manufacture under this program are now being processed in WPB. 


ASK ADVANCE ALLOCATIONS OF MATERIALS FOR 
HOUSEHOLD REFRIGERATOR MANUFACTURERS 


On the brighter side of the reconversion picture is the fact that the Consumers Durable Goods 
division of WPB has prepared and submitted a plan for advanced allocations of materials and 
components for the household mechanical refrigeration industry, to the Program Adjustments 
Committee, Overall Requirements Committee, and Chairman J. A. Krug. : 


The program is being proposed because current procedures in WPB do not allow the allotment 
of material and the building up of stocks of parts in the hands of the manufacturer prior to the date 
on which the production of the finished product is authorized. 


The Consumers Durable Goods Division is asking that present procedures be changed to permit manu- 
facturers to place orders, receive raw materials, receive some component parts, and set-up machinery 
with whatever labor they may have on hand prior to X-day (day when production can be resumed). 


Such action, it is believed, would reduce the time between X-day and the day manufacturers will be 
in production on the minimum practical run basis. 


Specifically, a request has been put through for an allotment of materials sufficient to produce 
265,200 refrigerators, as follows: steel, 29,800 tons; iron, 1,750 tons; copper, 1,772,850 pounds; brass, 
1,145,000 pounds; aluminum, 1,461,500 pounds; zinc, 384,000 pounds; nickel, 36,600 pounds; tin, 141,900 
pounds; lead, 73,140 pounds; silver, 7,400 pounds. 


DAY & NIGHT TO BECAME A PART OF DRESSER INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Day & Night Mfg. Co., manufacturer of mechanically refrigerated water cooling equipment and gas- 
fired hot water heaters, will become a part of Dresser Industries, Inc., early next year. The acquisition 
will be accomplished by an exchange of stock and will probably be effected about Feb. 1, 1945. 


The Day & Night Co. will continue to operate under the same management, it was announced. 


At the same time the acquisition of two other companies, expanding Dresser Industries, Inc., to 13 
members, was announced by President H. N. Mallon. The other two companies are Payne Furnace & Sup- 
ply Co., Inc., of Beverly Hills, Calif., and Kobe, Inc., of Huntington Park, Calif. 


“SPORLAN VALVE CO.” IS NEW NAME OF SPOEHRER-LANGE CO. 


After using the trade name “Sporlan” for 11 years for its refrigeration and air conditioning 
control devices, the Spoehrer-Lange Co. of St. Louis has decided to call itself the Sporlan Valve Co., 
beginning the first of the year. The change in name will not affect the policies, management, 
organization, or financial structure of the company, it was announced. 


BING CROSBY TO BE FIRST GUEST STAR ON KELVINATOR’S RADIO PROGRAM 


Bing Crosby will headline Nash-Kelvinator’s new radio show, appearing as guest star on the opening 
program, Sunday, Dec. 31, at 4:30 p.m. over the Blue Network. “Regulars” on the program will in- 
clude the Andrews Sisters, George “Gabby” Hayes, and Vic Behoen's band. 
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WPB OUTLINES PROCEDURE FOR GETTING FLOW OF SMALL MOTORS FOR REPAIR PURPOSES 


Repair shop owners were advised by WPB last week to shop around for suppliers who can fill their 
orders for electric motors for replacement purposes, and to urge suppliers to file an application with WPB 
each month for allocation of small motors. 


Repairmen needing small motors for replacement in refrigerators, commercial refrigeration systems, 
washing machines, oil burners, coal stokers, pumps, etc., should use the AA-3 rating assigned to them by 
Controlled Materials Plan Regulation 9A in placing orders with motor suppliers, WPB officials said. These 


- suppliers include washer, refrigeration or industrial machinery jobbers, electrical wholesalers, motor dealer 


agencies, factory branches, and mail order houses. 


Civilian sale of fractional horsepower motors is restricted to the most essential uses, because of the 
relatively small number available for non-military purposes, WPB officials pointed out. Clarification of 
procedure to aid both repairmen and suppliers in obtaining small motors follows: 


1. Suppliers who have fractional horsepower motors in stock are required to fill repair shop orders 
carrying AA-3 ratings if the motors are not needed to fill higher rated orders. The buyer, however, must 
meet the seller’s regularly established prices and terms of sale. 


2. Suppliers are not permitted to demand an old motor in exchange for a new one as part of the 
purchase price on orders with AA-3 ratings. 


3. Motors may be sold on rated orders, except when needed for replacement of disabled motors. In 
such cases, the old motor must be taken in exchange, repaired if practicable, and re-sold under similar 
conditions. 


4. Suppliers who are regular sellers of fractional horsepower motors should file Form WPB-547 each 
month stating one month’s requirements, instead of at irregular intervals. They will thus place themselves 
in a better position to obtain their share of the supply available for civilian use, since motors are allo- 
cated on a month-to-month basis. This is considered the best procedure for equitable distribution 
through jobbers and dealers. 


5. Small motors are allocated and ratings for their purchase are assigned only to firms that have 
regularly carried such motors in stock. 


MERLE STUTZMAN SUCCEEDS PETE ASKEW AS MANAGER OF ‘RSD’ IN LOS ANGELES 


Merle F. Stutzman, who has been assistant manager, on Jan. 2 will succeed Peter H. Askew as man- 
ager of Refrigeration Supplies Distributor, refrigeration parts and supplies jobber in Los Angeles and 
San Diego. 


Mr. Askew, who resigned, is expected to announce his future plans shortly. 


APPLICATION FOR VACUUM CLEANER PRICE INCREASE DENIED 


Consumers will not pay more at this time for Electrolux vacuum cleaners than they paid before the war, 
OPA has announced. 


Electrolux Corp., which recently resumed production and delivery of vacuum cleaners, requested OPA 
for permission to charge more than the presently established ceiling price of $69.75 for its model XXX 
cleaner. This price includes a nine-piece attachment set. 


In denying the application for an increase, OPA said that the effect of changes in material prices and 
wage rates over pre-war factory costs did not appear to be so substantial as to require an increase in the 
established ceiling price, in advance of any opportunity for an industry-wide study of cost and earnings 
experience after production of vacuum cleaners is resumed generally. 


A number of consumers hold “preferential postwar cleaner contracts” with Electrolux Corp. under 
which Electrolux agrees to reserve and deliver a model XXX cleaner to the holder of the contract at the 
legal ceiling price in effect at the time delivery is made. The contract would permit, however, in the 
event a petition for a higher price was allowed, the payment of substantially more than the $69.75 ceiling 
Price. 
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REFRIGERATION MEN STILL ‘ESSENTIAL’ BUT DRAFT RULES ARE TIGHTER 


“Refrigeration men, long classed as “critical” workers actively supporting the war effort, are not 
likely to be affected by the recent tightening of draft rules with respect to granting of occupational 
deferments. However, those now deferred may be subject to close inquiry as to the “essential” 
= of their work when they come up for reclassification. 


ie: a“ 


’ “ 


‘ Faced: with the necessity of putting more men into the armed forces in view of present military 
ee and of maintaining or stepping up war production, Selective Service headquarters has 
‘advised local ; ‘draft boards to make stricter inter pretations of occupational deferments of men in 
‘the 26 to Bt age group. Beginning in February, it is said, draft calls will be doubled, but there are 
“not enough men. ‘in: ‘the 18 : to 25 bracket to meet these increased quotas. 


“Onder the new siabliiede local boards are considering the continuance of occupational deferments 
for registrants 26 through 37 on a stricter basis. Men in the 26 to 29 group are expected to be 
considered first, it is indicated. 


Men now classified as 2-A or 2-B are subject to possible reclassification now if they change 
jobs, especially if they move into what the local boards consider non-essential employment. It is 
suggested that men planning to change jobs first ask the draft board for a determination as _ to 
whether the shift will alter the registrant’s deferment status. 


The local boards, however, may make a determination of the case after the registrant has 
changed positions, if “the local board finds that the registrant’s failure to request such determination 
was due to unusual or compelling circumstances.” Otherwise a shift in jobs (without obtaining the 
draft board’s approval in advance) ‘is likely to result in immediate reclassification. 


In addition to the type of registrant’s work, local boards are advised by national headquarters to 
give consideration to personal or family circumstances that might call for a change in jobs. If not 
satisfied with the local board’s “determination,” registrants may file an appeal within 10 days. 


Selective Service officials point out that a registrant’s United States Employment Service referral 
card giving the approval of the War Manpower Commission for a change in jobs will be given full 
consideration by local boards, but it does not mean that local boards will automatically approve a job 
change merely on the basis of the referral card. 


G-E_ ESTABLISHES PITTSBURGH APPLIANCE DISTRIBUTING BRANCH 


Wholesale distribution of General Electric household appliances in the Pittsburgh area will be 
handled by the company’s newly created appliance distributing branch, it is announced by P. A. Tilley, 
manager of the company’s distributing branches. C. W. Hartenfels is manager of the new branch. 


+ é- The branch will be responsible for the wholesale distribution of household refrigerators, ranges, 
water heaters, home laundry equipment, dishwashers, Disposalls, kitchen cabinet equipment, and 
automatic blankets. According to the announcement, G-E purchased the facilities of the former 
distributor, the Ochiltree Electric Co. 


Mr. Hartenfels has had long and extensive experience with General Electric. He was appointed 
district manager for appliances in 1937. In 1938 the Detroit district, including the entire state of 
Michigan, was placed under his supervision. Since 1940 ‘his district has been comprised of Western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, in addition to the above territory. 


PRODUCTION OF FANS FOR ESSENTIAL USES LAGS 


Production of propeller-type electric fans under Limitation Order L-176 for essential hospital, insti- 

tutional, and industrial purposes is expected to fall short of the estimated requirement of 100,000 for 1944 
s by about 25%, WPB representatives said at the recent meeting of the Domestic and Commercial Electric 
Fan Industry Advisory Committee. 


No electric fans are being made available for home or office use. 
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